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During the site visit at KAJIMA construction company in Nigata prefecture, we have got the chance to see two sites where
construction is undergoing. The first one was, building the scour preventing structures on the upstream sides of the bridges.
The area has high floods and tsunami which deteriorate the existing scour preventing structure on river bed, which require
reconstruction. They start their work from the abutment side of left wing by making small cofferdams in the river. Its was my
first experience to see when fresh concrete is poured directly in a river in a cofferdam, even if the river has high discharge
and flow velocity at required place. I understood that the level of Japanese engineers’ perfection and managing this work in
uncomfortable space.

The other one is the Ohkouzu diversion channel, which protects the area from floods for one hundred years. In their museum
we got the chance to visit the evolution of levee construction method, machineries used and other incident on that area starting
from early 19™ century. | was impressed how the Japanese engineers solve the flooding problems even in the ancient time,
and their perfect design and construction method improves the lives of the community to date. | was lucky to get the chance
to visit those site that increases my understanding at a certain level. | want to thank my advisor Professor Makoto Kimura,
Assistant professor Ryunosuke Kido, all our laboratory students and KAJIMA construction workers for their contribution.
(Teshome Kebede BIRHANU)
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